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WHO’S YOUR MENTOR?

The so-called church dropout rate for Christian teenagers is a hot topic in 

youth ministry today. And because it’s an alarming issue, it’s been a 

magnet for misinformation and half-truths for more than three years now.

About 18 months ago we published “Busting the Dropout Myth” by Tom 

Carpenter (March/April 2007)—the result of a challenge I’d thrown out to 

Christian college students at Bethel College. I promised to publish any 

well-researched article that could dispel or support the “fact” that nine out of 10 

Christian high schoolers will drop out of church by the time they leave college

Tom took up the challenge, scouring existing research to peg the dropout rate at 

a much-less-apocolyptic 40 percent.
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What I got from this article is simply that youth need more time invested in 
them via listening or creating an atmosphere where they think/discuss share 
with you about thier spiritual journey. This may mean we need to be more 
focused on asking the tough questions, and not being afraid to let them know 
we're interested in the tough stuff going on in thier lives. I know my ministry is 
TOO BUSY with activities, and not laden with alot of time for listening.

Unfortunately, here in South Africa it's a totally different "kettle of fish" (pardon 
the pun). The major issue in my church is that most of our youth disappear after 
they have become confirmed.






