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The Perfect Teenager

Luke 2:41-52

Objectives

· To identify, in Luke 2, key character traits of Jesus at age 12.

· To explain how we can cultivate these character traits in our lives.

Overview

Imagine what it must have been like to have had that kind of power at that age. Not popularity power. Not early puberty power, God-like power. Imagine being God at age 12!


Think of it. You never have to study. Your supernatural charm causes everybody to love you. Your mom gets on your case sometimes, but you have ways of subtly reminding her who’s boss.


Running late?  Just beam yourself there. Or better yet, turn back time!


Create your own unique clothes…that no one can ever find in the stores!


Play leads like Eddie Van Halen the first time you pick up a guitar.


Do 720 degrees whirling dunks, taking off from the three-point line.


Melt the school bully into the sidewalk.

The possibilities are endless.


Knowing how we would use God-like power makes Jesus all the more impressive when we see what he was like at age 12. As God on the verge of “the best years of his life,” Jesus was the perfect little boy. He interacted well with adults. He listened and obeyed. He showed a spiritual maturity well beyond his years, and he loved to go to church. What more could a mother ask for?


Apparently, a lot. Mary and Joseph are pretty steamed when they stumble upon him in the temple courts. In their book, Jesus has been lost for three days. In his book, he’s never been more at home. In their book, they were mistreated. In his, he was misunderstood. Typical parent-pubescent interaction. Even Jesus, the God-kid, had a little relational strife with his folks --  we can all breathe a sigh of relief.


But like a good sit-com, everything worked out. The parents didn’t resort to the old “because-I’m-the-parent-and-you’re-the-kid” bullying. And Jesus didn’t melt them into the sidewalk. Instead, they all traveled back to Nazareth with treasured memories of the botched family trip to Jerusalem. “Remember that time back in A.D. 12 when you guys took off without me and got all freaked out because you lost the Son of God?  Ha!  Those were the days, weren't they!?”


One question I have, though: If you’re looking for a lost Jesus, where do you expect to find  him, the red light district?  I don’t think so!


As we would expect, Jesus demonstrated the path of godliness in his youth just as he did in his adulthood. I believe this is the only story we have about Jesus as a kid because it’s the only one we need. In this little episode we find the keys to successfully living our teenage years. And there’s nothing unattainable about it. Even kids can be like Jesus.

“And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men.” Luke 2:52

Outline

The character traits of Jesus are easy to spot in this passage, so the greater challenge is to apply them in a way that is concrete and tangible.

The Keys to Being a godly kid

1.
Embrace God as your father and first influence.

Luke 2:49 is the end-all statement of Jesus’ teenage years. He was consumed by his relationship with his heavenly father.  He had to be around him. He had to interact with him. He had to know him.


Now it’s not at all unusual that this happened to Jesus at age 12. At puberty, people take a quantum leap in growth and reorient their lives around different relationships. It’s the time when many kids come to Christ…and replace parents with friends as the greatest influence in their lives.


Jesus went through the same radical change, giving himself to the Father in a new and deep way. But unlike us, it seems he made his heavenly father his number one influence, not his friends. From this time on, Jesus was going to be consumed with developing this relationship more than any other.

2.
Embrace God’s Word as your life’s nourishment.

More simply put, be teachable. Jesus passed the time sitting among the teachers, listening and asking questions. What kid today, with three days on his hands and no parental authority in sight, would pass the time in this way? No one. That’s why we’re all so far from Jesus in character and morality.


Today we nourish ourselves with any other hobby but the Word of God. Our universal training table is the media, which we tune into as often as we eat and drink. But Jesus walked the narrow path that leads to life: He was teachable at the feet of God’s Word. I believe his specific actions are significant.

a.
Sitting among the teachers  --  Jesus hung around people who knew the Bible and had first-hand experience with it’s wisdom.

b.
Listening --  Our generation fulfills the prophecy that one day people will no longer put up with listening to sound doctrine…they’ll only listen to those who tickle their ears; humorists and comedians.
Asking questions  --  Real learners probe deep into topics and issues. They ask thoughtful questions

and aren’t satisfied until they understand things completely.
Giving answers  --  Jesus did give some answers, but it appears he lived out the wisdom of James

which says we should be quick to listen and slow to speak.

3.
Embrace parents as authority figures in your life.

I find it fascinating that after this temple episode, Jesus went home and was obedient to his parents. He could have used the situation to establish a precedent…to put his parents on notice…I’m on my own now; from here on out things are going to be different.  Instead, he continued to relate to them as he always had done. He was obedient.  Mary treasured it. Nothing thrills a mom’s heart more than seeing her child break away, but still stay close to home. And Jesus grew on.

Sadly, most of our kids have a different attitude. They buy into the wild child teenage image, fully expecting to do battle with their parents during their junior and senior high years. Somehow they need to realize that obeying their parents --  whether good or bad, Christian or non-Christian – is one of the best things they could ever do. The Bible makes clear and powerful promises for those who honor their father and mother.
Discussion Guide

Open

Imagine for a minute putting God-like power in the hands of a teenager. You can do absolutely anything. But let’s put the “Aladdin rules” on it…you can only use it like in the movie. Still, you get three “wishes” or opportunities to use it. What would you do?

· Have you ever thought about the fact that Jesus had that kind of power as a teenager?  Do you think he was ever tempted to abuse it or use it selfishly?

· As a teenage God, what do you think Jesus was like?

· What do you think are some keys to being a godly kid today?

Dig In

1.
Transition into your study by explaining the background of Luke 2:41-52. This is the only story we have of Jesus as a kid…apparently it’s all we need to know about him at this age, or God would have given us more. So this week we want to look at this key event. We want to try to determine what kind of teenager Jesus was, and how we can be more like him.

2.
Read and discuss Luke 2:41-52.

· How do you feel about the fact that Jesus, the perfect kid, still had misunderstandings with his parents?

· How many of you have had a kind of “spiritual awakening” as a teenager…you’ve either come to Christ or rededicated your life to him? How is Jesus’ experience here similar to ours?

· What character traits do you see in Jesus in this story?

· How does Jesus’ heart and character contrast with the typical kid’s today?

· Is there anything about Jesus in this story that we can’t imitate?

· Summarize this study. What are some of the bottom-line principles this passage teaches us? (Supplement with material from the teaching outline)

Close

1.
How can we embrace God as our father the way Jesus did? What steps could we take to do this?
2.
What are some specific things we can do to become more teachable?

3.
What is one key area in which you need to become more obedient to your parents?

http://www.youthministryonline.com/mylc.cfm?Product_ID=1520&do=detail
Week 41 - Page 5

