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One of the things that we know is that Jesus existed.  Nobody with any degree of intelligence denies that Jesus existed.  Most people even if they don’t believe that Jesus is who He says He was would believe that there is another human being on the face of the earth that has changed history – divided history – between B.C. and A.D.  As the person of Jesus.  Nobody denies that Jesus existed.  What people deny is whether He was who He said He was.  That He said, I am God in the flesh.  I am the God-man, 100% God and 100% human.  That’s what people deny.

Some people don’t believe that He as God in the flesh, that He was the Messiah.  If you don’t believe that Jesus was either the greatest liar of all humanity or He was a crazy person.  He was a liar or a lunatic or He was who He said He was.  He was Lord.  He was God in flesh.  

We’re going to take a look over the next several weeks what happens when people meet Jesus.  Some of you in here you have met and have a relationship with the living God.  We would love to hear your story.  As a matter of fact we would love to have you share your story.  You might grab a testimony tool in the back and during this series let’s hear from some of you who’ve met Jesus. 

Last night I was walking around serving pizza at the Saturday service and met this one girl.  I said, “Hi, my name is Doug,” and she just started giggling.  Just started laughing hysterically.  I checked – my zipper was up.  Then the nose – was something hanging out?  The teeth.  I said, “What’s the matter?” and she kept giggling.  That is an interesting response when you would meet me.  I realize that I’m the age of your parents and it seems like a weird response.  When I stand at the door and I meet you some of you totally blow me off or some will shake hands.  

But when people met Jesus there was a life changing response.  The event that we’re going to read about today it’s interesting as I was studying this week I was thinking the people that were there are a lot like the people that are here this weekend.  Some of you come totally on your own with excitement.  Some of you come, you’re pushed to be here.  Some of you come with skepticism in your heart.  This event that we’re going to read about today has all those types of people.  

What’s keeping you from Jesus?  After this service, if you and I could go to Taco Bell and just sit in a booth and talk.  I said to you, “Tell me about your relationship with God.”  You might say, “I don’t have one” or “I’m struggling” or  “My relationship is growing and vibrant.”  I’ve been talking to high schoolers for twenty years, I’ve never met anybody when I say to them, “If Jesus really is the Son of God, if He really is who He said He was and the Bible’s filled with His truth, and He could forgive you of your past, give you direction for your present and give you hope for the future that when you die you’d be with God in heaven and not be separated from God in hell, if that was true, would you want are with God like that?”  I’ve never had anybody say no to me.  If that was true.  

So I want to ask you this question: What’s keeping you from Jesus?  Just be thinking about it as we go through this message.

I got a letter last week.  It’s a five-page letter.  I won’t red the whole thing but I’ve highlighted a couple of things.  I’m not going to give any indication of who this person is.  I would never, ever do that.  As a matter of fact she wrote and said, “We have never spoken before but I’ve been interested in the way that you teach students.”  She goes on to tell me a little bit about herself, about how she’s the captain of this and the president of this, honor role, cheer squad.  She said, “But my life seems so worthless.  I don’t feel important to anyone.  Right now I feel like I’m in this hole and I can’t get out...” Then she goes on to describe the relationship she’s been in with this guy for a year and a half and having just recently broken up she says, “It hurts so bad on the inside sometimes at the end of the day I’m so worn out I’m literally on my knees begging God to help me through my depression.  He always does, too.”  She talks about what has happened in her life.  She starting ditching school and she’s into pot now.  She talks about her and her friend.  They buy at least $100 worth of pot a week.  She says, “I miss my boyfriend.  All I do now is party.  I never go to church.  I can’t remember when I actually acted like a Christian.  I’ve always had a close relationship with God [it’s interesting how we might define ‘close’] but my life just can’t seem to work with God.  Instead of driving to church like I’m supposed to I drive anywhere else and get stoned with my friends.  I want to fix this myself,” she says.  “Doug, I feel like I’m the worst daughter when I’m laying in my bed at night pretending to be sleep.  My dad always comes in and puts his hand on my head and prays for me.  All I can think about is how I just had sex in that bed or I just popped my birth control pill ten minutes ago.  Or I wonder if he knows I’m high?  or Can he smell the alcohol?  What’s going to happen to me?  I never want to get out of bed in the morning because it means I have four million problems waiting for me and they just get worse and worse.  I have so many friends but all we do is party and I feel so empty.  I’m hurting so bad right now and I want it to just all go away.”

This may or may not describe you.  Maybe this is too radical for you.  For some of you, you’re going, “That’s nothing!”  But whatever your deal is or wherever you are in your spiritual journey I want to talk to you today about how you can be closer to God, how you can maybe even start a relationship with God if you never have.  Or if you’ve fallen away like my friend here wrote, how you can be reconciled to God.

What’s keeping you?  I wrote a few things down.

l.  The crowd.

What’s keeping you from Jesus is the crowd.  You’re going, “My crowd just isn’t into church.”  By the way, I could care less whether you’re into church or not.  I’m concerned about you’re being into Christ and into God.  

Or “I know some people who are Christians and I don’t necessarily like that crowd.”  Is it the crowd that’s keeping you?

2.  Your condition.

What you’re into.  Like the girl who wrote this letter who’s into pot or into her boyfriend.  What is the condition of your life right now?  What are you into?

3.  The critics.

A lot of times especially in high school, people will keep away from having a relationship with God because of what other people might say.  “Someone asked you something in biology one time about evolution.  They kind of made fun of my faith and I distanced myself.”  What’s keeping you?

I want to read you an event that took place in the life of Jesus.  Actually this is recorded in three books of the Bible.  I’m reading out of Luke 5.  “One day as Jesus was teaching some men arrived carrying a paraplegic on a stretcher...” A little context: Jesus is in a house teaching.  He house is packed with people.  We don’t know this paraplegic’s name.  I'll give him the name  “Pete” – Pete, the paraplegic.  His buddies are carrying him.

They’re not out for a walk.  It wasn’t like, we walk the dog, let’s walk the paraplegic.  They weren’t just stumbled into this house where Jesus was teaching.  They were on a mission.  They knew everything about Jesus.  Jesus had a reputation for being one that healed.  They were good friends.  They grabbed their buddy and they take him to this house.  “They were looking for a way to get into the house and set him before Jesus.  When they couldn’t find a way in because of the crowd they went up on the roof.”  Picture this for a second: you go there, you know Jesus is at the house, the four buddies are carrying Pete the paraplegic.  They’re trying to get into the house and it’s totally packed.  Sometimes it’s been like this in this service where it just floods out the back door – nobody can get in, nobody can get a seat.  And you’re going, “I’ve got my buddy here, could you like move out of the way?”  Other people are like, “I’ve got bad hip.  I’m waiting to get in line for Jesus.”  The other people blew them off.  They couldn’t get in through the crowd.

What I love about these guys is their creativity.  They didn’t allow the crowd to stop them from coming to Jesus.  “They went up on the roof.”  Maybe some of you have some friends like this that will do things like this.  All of a sudden you hit a dead end and one guy goes, “ Let’s take him up on the roof!  Let’s get on the fence, then step on the camel and get him up there.”  You’ve got to imagine Pete the Paraplegic...  “NO!”  

But it only takes one guy to have a goofy idea.  When Jeff was in my high school group many years go as a freshman, I had a couch in the second story of my house and I needed some help on Sunday after church to move the coach downstairs.  Jeff had a buddy named Jason.  Jeff said, “I can’t go but Jason will go.”  We’re trying to get this couch out of this upstairs bedroom and we can’t get it through the door.  So I said,  “Let’s put it out the window!  Why don’t you go down there, Jason, in the back yard and I'll put it out the window to you?”  He was like a freshman “OK!”  All it takes is one guy to have an idea and everybody else follows along.  He goes down stairs and... picture this... me putting the couch out the window.  We kind of thought you see the window and you just drop it out.  But the coach has to get all the way out the window before it can ever drop down.  So this couch is now way out the window and here’s this little freshman dude.  I’m upstairs, “I can’t hold it anymore.”  OK.  Let it go.  I let it go and it falls right on this guy.  Actually he saved it from getting hurt.  He was hurt badly but the coach was fine and my wife was thrilled.  All it takes is one person who has an idea and some followers.  

You can see one of the guys going, “We can’t get in this way.”  And maybe a couple of the other guys were going, “Let’s go home.  Let’s try to get Jesus another time.”  Then the one guy goes, “Dude!  The roof!”

It doesn’t say how they got him up there.  But they get him on the roof and it says, “They remove some tiles.”  You’ve got to realize that 2000 years ago the type of home, when it says  “remove tiles” it wasn’t like they’re putting on hardhats and they’ve got a jackhammer.  It wasn’t that type of thing.  The tiles are made out of grass and sticks.  It wasn’t that difficult to remove the tile.  “They removed the tiles and let him down in the middle of everyone.”  

Picture this if it were to happen here.  All of a sudden dirt starts popping through inside and here’s the paraplegic is let down.  I have no idea how he’s let down.  Can you imagine his face as he’s being dropped in front of the crowd?  Maybe it was like, “Hey, he’s paralyzed... thrown him!  How much worse can he get?”  We don’t know.  The Bible says he’s there in the middle of everyone in front of Jesus.

Underline this next phrase “Impressed by their bold belief...” circle “bold belief.  Maybe draw a line and write “faith”.  That’s what that is – faith.  Do you want to know how you can impress God?  By your faith!  Faith impresses God.  

Jesus, the God-man, standing right there “Impressed by their bold belief He says [listen to His first words] ‘Friend, I forgive your sins.’”  Wait a minute!  Time out!  Here I am the paraplegic going, “My sins?  I want You to do more than that!  We didn’t go on the roof and on the donkey and let down face first to have my sins forgiven, what’s going on here?  I want to walk again.  I want to ride my razor!”

But what we’re going to find out in just a minute is that Jesus knew the deeper need.  He came and his buddies brought him so he could walk again.  Yet Jesus, the God-man knew the deeper need.

The next paragraph says, “That set the religious scholars and Pharisees buzzing.”  A Pharisee was the religious leader of the time whose job was to kind of control religion at that time.  They were freaked out by Jesus.  So they were there to kind of hear His teaching.  And with Jesus saying, “I forgive you,” all of the sudden these religious leaders were going, “Whoa!  That’s blasphemous.”  They say, “Who does He think He is?  That’s blasphemous talk.  God and only God can forgive sins.”  
The Bible says “Jesus knew exactly what they were thinking and said, ‘Why all this gossipy whispering?  Which is simpler?  To say, “I forgive your sin,” or to say, “Get up and start walking.”’”  That’s an interesting question, what is simpler?  I’m not necessarily sure there is a right answer.  Personally I think it’s simpler to say, “ I forgive your sins.”  Because how can you actually even check that?  You can’t quantify that.  

Or to say “get up and walk.”  That’s pretty miraculous to a paraplegic.  What does Jesus say?  He says, “’Just so it’s clear that I’m the Son of man  [Now He’s calling Himself God in the flesh] and authorized to do either or both, [now He spoke directly to the paraplegic] Get up.  Take your bed role and go home.’  And without moment’s hesitation he did it.  He got up, took his blanket, left for home, giving glory to God all the way.”  

Do you think he went back through the roof?  I doubt it.  Now the dude’s moving!  He’s probably swinging his mat, clearing the way, “I’m out of here!  This is unbelievable,” racing his buddies.  Think about it.  They had a little faith to get him there.  But maybe his buddies were like paralyzed in their own puddle of pee, blown away.  “Oh, my gosh!  He’s moving!  This was for real.”  It says he gave glory to God all the way.

Look at the result of the people in the crowd.  “The people rubbed their eyes incredulous and then they also gave glory to God.  [You would too to be able to see.]  They said, ‘We’ve never seen anything like it.’”  

Now I ask this question, So what?  So what does that have to do with Doug Fields 2000 years later?  What does that have to do with you?  When something is in the Bible – God’s loveletter – and you read you ask the question, So what?  Is this just an event that proves that Jesus was who He said He was?  Is it just kind of a cute story of another one of the miracles that Jesus did?  Or can we say, What can we learn about this paraplegic’s faith and how might it relate to us or the friends that were there.

Let’s make this personal.  You want to start a relationship with God, let me give you some things to do.  Do you want to get back into relationship with God, let me give you some action steps.  You want to grow more intimate in your relationship with God?  Here’s some things to do.  It comes down to you.  I can’t live your faith, you can’t live mine.  

1. You identify your roadblocks.

That’s what these guys did.  They hit a roadblock.  The house is full.  It’s too crowded.  I started this whole message asking, What keeps you from having an intimate relationship with God.  what are those roadblocks.  Identify them.  Be honest enough to say, I’m not growing spiritually because my friends are keeping me – the people I hang around with.  Or the stuff that I’m into.  I’m more into my pot or into partying.  Or I don’t want to give up my sexual relationship.  Or I don’t want to do ‘this’ that I’m into.  These are the roadblocks.  At least have the honesty to identify them.

Then when you identify your roadblocks then it’s a very important question you’ve got to ask yourself.  Do you want to do anything about them?  Many of you in here know my friend Matt McGill.  He works the computer in the back.  Matt is a rather large guy.  I’ve been around Matt around 15 years.  When he was a freshman in high school he was a large guy.  He’s one of my best friends on the earth.  They’re about to have their first baby.  My wife says, You always tease him about his weight but now that’s he’s about to have a baby maybe you should have a serious talk with him.  He’s going to like blow an artery or something.  Matt is the biggest eater in the world.  We were at Claim Jumper this week.  Claim Jumper does not give you petite plates.  It’s loaded on.  And Matt’s got appetizers to go with his appetizers.  I said, “Matt, I kid you a lot but your heart can stop because of the cholesterol.  I don’t know how this stuff works but I know people like you die early.”  He said, “No, Dude, I’m exercising.  I do Rock, Paper, Scissors every night.”  What I appreciate about Matt is he doesn’t make excuses.  I appreciate the honesty.  He’s got his own roadblocks.

But when it comes to you spiritually, what are your roadblocks.  What’s keeping you from starting a relationship with God?  If you’ve fallen away, getting back to a relationship with God.  If you’re already a Christian, getting closer.  What’s the roadblock?

2.  Get rid of the excuses.

Once you identify them get rid of the excuses.  Excuses stink!  I guess the older I get as a person and the longer I walk with Christ the more I hate excuses.  These guys didn’t have any excuses.  They see that the place is crowded and what did they do?  They went up on the roof.  

I tell my kids.  My oldest is the queen of excuses.  We have a downstairs toilet that doesn’t flush very well.  I tell her, “Tory, excuses are like this toilet.  When you flush it kind of makes a little nose and does a little bit of work but it doesn’t get it all down.”  We had a bunch of high schoolers over last Saturday night and it’s like a four flush toilet.  Like in 1992 Congress passed this act that you couldn’t have a four-gallon toilet you have to have a one-gallon toilet or something.  That’s what Congress needs to do – worry bout our toilets.  It just doesn’t get it all.  One time I was in there and you flush and you wait.  One time doesn’t get it all.  And people were saying, “Hey, what’s your dad doing?  The laundry?”  You’re in there for along time, it doesn’t work.  If we’re ever going to compete with Japan we’ve got to get some toilet scientists.

That’s what an excuse is like.  It works a little bit but it doesn’t do the job.

What are your excuses?  Here’s what people say to me.  They see me and maybe they go to Saddleback and maybe they’re not doing very well and all of a sudden pastor walks into their workplace:  “Oh, I haven’t been to church for a while because I’ve been working a lot... or my grades are bad...  I’m busy...  I’m playing this... my parents won’t drive me...” They just love to have those excuses.  If you want to grow close to God, don’t worry about pleasing me.  

Identify your roadblocks, get rid of your excuses...

3.  Don’t hide your pain.

I read you this letter from this girl identifying her pain.  Don’t hide your pain.  Come before God and say, this divorce in my family or this addiction... whatever it is – don’t hide it.  The paralyzed guy he was there and there was thing to hide:  “I’m paralyzed.”

Some of you in here are paralyzed with what’s going on in your life but you’re trying to hide it.  How are you trying to hide it?  When I say identify your roadblocks you say, “Well, I’m in to partying.”  Partying is just the tip of the iceberg.  Why are you holding a beer on Friday night?  Why are you smoking a joint on Saturday night?  It goes back to a deep insecurity.  It’s not the drug or it’s not the alcohol.  It’s how you feel about yourself that forces you to do something you don’t want to do so you can fit in with other people.  It’s that you’re deeply insecure.

Some of you are paralyzed by your own pride.  You don’t even want to make eye contact with me while I’m teaching because it might communicate that somebody at your table that you’re actually interested.  Your pride is too deep.  

Don’t try to hide your pain.  You can hide it from me.  You can hide it from your parents.  You can hide it from the people at your table but you can’t hide it before God.  Everything is totally exposed before God.  

By the way, some of you who think you’re in a lot of mess.  Like my friend who wrote me this letter.  God is not going to be surprised.  When you say, “God, I’m into this and this...” God is not in heaven going, “Oh, wow!  You caught Me off guard!  I’m not ready to deal with that.”  As a matter of fact, being a youth pastor for 20 years, there is nothing you could tell me that you’re doing that I haven’t heard in 20 years.  There is no surprise.  You’re not going to blow me away with what’s going on in your life, how pitiful and sinful and sad that it might be.  You could say,  “Doug I’m breeding Turkish people in my garage and I’m shaving their head and selling it to people who own a wig factory.”  That’s not going to surprise me.  Don’t hide your pain.

As a matter of fact, when the paralyzed guy comes down and Jesus says, I forgive your sin, he was going after something much deeper that the physical hurt.  The greatest pain that you have is your need for forgiveness.  Some of you in here who haven’t been forgiven and you’re living with this guilt, you know what guilt does?  Guilt creates anxiety.  Guilt creates tension.  You can get headaches, sick.  There is a physiological connection between guilt and sickness.  Some of you would feel better in life just to be forgiven.

Guilt impacts the body and hurts one’s spirit.  If you get nothing out of today get this: Your deepest need in life is to be forgiven, to be reconciled with God.  That’s why you were created.  To have a relationship with God.  Not a religion.  I could care less about a religion.  You and I were created to have a relationship with God.  And guilt and sin separates us from God and our greatest need is to be forgiven.  Your greatest need is not to have a friend.  Your greatest need is not to be popular.  You guys in here you think you’re greatest need is to have sex.  You can go your whole life without sex.  That’s not your greatest need.  Your greatest need is to be forgiven.  One of the things I love about this event is what Jesus does.  He stops everything to deal with this one person.  If Jesus was the visible expression of the invisible God and Jesus turned from the crowd to focus on the one, just imagine what He does with six billion people.  When you come before God with your pain, God in only the way that He can, separates Himself from six billion to focus on the one.  

You say, I don’t get that!  That’s ok.  You don’t have to get things for it to be true.  My six-year-old daughter does not understand six to the third power.  But there is an answer to it.  There is an answer but just because she doesn’t get it does that answer cease to be true?  No.  She could tell you how many chicklets she can jam up her nose but just because she doesn’t known answer doesn’t me an it’s not true.  

Just because you don’t understand God's love with your finite mind doesn’t mean it’s not true.  If God's love was limited to your finite thinking He would be a small God.  If God's love was limited to my finite thinking, He’d be a little bigger God than yours but He’d still be a very small God.  

4.  Express faith and experience the miracle of forgiveness.

Forgiveness is something that you can’t get on your own.  Forgiveness is something no friend can give to you.  As a pastor, I can’t forgive you.  I can point you to the one who will and I can lead you to the one who does.  But I can’t forgive you.

A lot of us in here just like this girl wrote – I was saddened by it but she was so clear.  She says, I want to fix this myself.  You can’t fix your own spiritual condition.  God does.   

We make this so complex and we have turned this relationship into a religion and think that you’ve got to come to church so many times and when I come do I need to bow and cross and sprinkle holy water.  What do I have to do?  We’ve made it so complex.

We do that with life, don’t we?  This week I was waiting for my daughter to take her to gymnastics.  I was flipping through the channels and this Leeza Gibbons show, a talk show.  It was on diet wars.  It had all these people who had authored books about diet.  They all had their opinion that their book was the best and you focus on proteins or you focus on carbs.  It was totally confusing.  

A thousand years ago they may have had one book and it was chiseled in stone saying like, “Don’t eat too much!”  It wasn’t a very big seller because it was so heavy.  Actually people were mostly concerned with not starving.  We have made it so complicated.  

I think we do that with God.  Some of you in here who are so totally confused.  Basic:  God created you.  He loves you.  You’re separated from Him because of the sin in your life.  You can be forgiven and reconciled.  It’s as easy as that.  It’s a miracle.  You cannot do it on your own.  It takes faith.  Faith that God is who He says He is.  

Who do you most identify with?  The skeptics?  Some of you come here as skeptics.  You don’t believe it.  Please at least have the intelligence to investigate Jesus Christ.  If I told you He wants to forgive your past, give you direction for your present and hope for the future that you would be with Him.  At least investigate.  If you’re a total skeptic and believe it’s all a myth at least have the intelligence to investigate.  We could help you out with that in any way we can.

Maybe you’re like one of the friends.  I like the four friends in the story who brought t he paraplegic.  I don’t know about you but they did anything they could to get their friend into the presence of Jesus.  Some of you who have grown up in the church and you’ve been coming here for a long time.  Your challenge is to maybe be like one of those friends.  If you really care about your friends enough to get them in the presence of Jesus?  You think they wouldn’t like this?  Bring them and let them make their own decision.  Why do we have 50 visitors every week?  Because some of you care about your friends.  Maybe they blow it off.  They don’t need to come and sing.  Just come and listen.  It’s big enough they can hide.  Do you care about your friends?  Maybe if you’re not maybe you need to be.


Or maybe you’re like the paralytic.  You’re totally paralyzed.  You’re not growing.  You’re distant from God.  Even the paralytic had a little bit of faith.  The paralytic laying there had to say, “Ok, take me!  I'll go.”  All it takes is a little bit of faith.


Or are you just one of the crowd?  You’re not a total skeptic but you’re not ready.  You’re not ready to sign on the line.  You’re not ready to step across from living the world’s way to God's way.  Ok.  We’re glad you’re here.  We’re thrilled that you ‘re here.  As a matter of fact, we respect you.  Our hope is that you would meet the life changing Jesus Christ who so many of us in here have a relationship with.  

Let’s review: You identify your roadblocks, get rid of your excuses, you don’t hide your pain, you express faith and experience the miracle of forgiveness and…

5. You live in a way that represents a changed life.

What did this guy do after he was healed?  He was changed and he lived in such a way.  He praised God.  For some of us in here that have been Christians for a while we represent our school better than we represent Christ.  We’re proud to wear our letterman’s jacket, it’s no longer just a letter for sports.  You can get a letter for band, flags.  I saw my first Northwood letterman’s jacket.  They’re representing the school.  Wonderful but live life that represents Christ that people might look at you and see and notice something different about you.  

What I want to say as we start this series is that there’s probably 150 adults that have walked with Christ for a long time that are part of our high school ministry.  If we can help you in any way, I don’t want to be somebody that just teaches you and it’s like a gas station, you come in, get filled up and then leave.  If we can help you in any way let us know.  We’re not here because we want high school friends, we’re so lonely.  We’re here because we care about you.  We want to help you.  If you’re interested in growing, if you’re interested in growing spiritually, let us know we want to be part of that life change.

It’s a lot to think about.  I wish I could have a conversation with each one of you at Taco Bell and talk about where you are spiritually.  I’d like that.  But it’s impossible with all these people.  But I’m here every week if you wan to talk.

Prayer:


God, thanks for today.  Thanks for the people that are here and as we prayed at the beginning, You do know our hearts.  Lord, I know that there are some here today that may be have felt like I am talking right to them.  That’s You.  As a matter of fact, if you are setting here and felt somewhere during this time that I was talking right to you, that wasn’t me.  That was God trying to get at your heart.  I love it when people say that to me because it means that God's doing something.  That you have a soft heart.  That He wants you to change.  God, thanks that in Your divine and supernatural way through the power of Your Holy Spirit, that You do speak to us and nudge us to be different.  Thanks that You love us and that we can come before You with the little bit of faith and You would deliver the miracle of forgiveness.  God, I know that I’ve lived a changed life because of that and I pray that some people in here might as well.  Thanks, Lord, that Your love for us isn’t based on what we look like.  Your love for us isn’t based on what school we go to.  Your love for us isn’t based on how many friends we have in this room.  Your love for us isn’t based on how much money we have in our pocket.  That Your love for us is based on the fact that You created us and You want to call us Your child for those that know You.  May we be different because of that love as we leave here tonight.  We ask this in Jesus’ name.  Amen.

One last thought: you can hide from others but God knows your deepest needs and wants to meet you where you hurt.  Don’t let that be an excuse to keep you from getting to know God. 



WHEN PEOPLE MEET JESUS

The Paralytic…part 1


What’s keeping you from Jesus?
· The 

· Your 

· The 

One day as Jesus was teaching…Some men arrived carrying a paraplegic on a stretcher. They were looking for a way to get into the house and set him before Jesus. When they couldn’t find a way in because of the crowd, they went up on the roof, removed some tiles, and let him down in the middle of everyone, right in front of Jesus. Impressed by their bold belief, he said, “Friend, I forgive your sins.”

That set the religion scholars and Pharisees buzzing. “Who does he think he is? That’s blasphemous talk! God and only God can forgive sins.”

Jesus knew exactly what they were thinking and said, “Why all this gossipy whispering? Which is simpler: to say ‘I forgive your sins,’ or to say ‘Get up and start walking’? Well, just so it’s clear that I’m the Son of Man and authorized to do either, or both…” He now spoke directly to the paraplegic: “Get up. Take your bedroll and go home.” Without a moment’s hesitation, he did it—got up, took his blanket, and left for home, giving glory to God all the way. The people rubbed their eyes, incredulous—and then also gave glory to God. Awestruck, they said, “We’ve never seen anything like that!” Luke 5:17-26

Making it personal…
1. Identify your _____________________

They were looking for a way to get into the house and set him before Jesus. When they couldn’t find a way in because of the crowd…

2. Get rid of your _____________________
…they went up on the roof, removed some tiles…

3. Don’t hide your _____________________
…let him down in the middle of everyone, right in front of Jesus.

4. Express faith and experience the miracle of _________________
Impressed by their bold belief, he said, “Friend, I forgive your sins.”
5. Live in a way that represents a _____________________
Without a moment’s hesitation, he did it—got up, took his blanket, 

and left for home, giving glory to God all the way.

One last thought: You can “hide” from others, but God knows your ________________ needs and wants to meet you where you ________________.
Who do you identify with?





The skeptics


One of the friends


The paralytic


The crowd
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